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at an exhibition at Malkha,
Hu Nagm;&nmﬂm—

Rs 2,000 and Rs 6,000. These
traditional gnugudm can be
used as décor in urban
homes.

Oggu Katha is one of the
attractions at the exhibition.

“In wrban homes, the
gongadis can be used as tradi-
tional carpets and wall hang-
ings. Many people are
enthusiastic about these tradi-
tional blankets,” says Shruthi
Tharayil of Anthra.

Gongadi 15 the traditional
woolen blanket of Telangana.
The rug is from the
wool of the unique Black
Wool Deqcm Sheep breed.

' This sheep is locally called as

“nalla-gorre.” The sheep is
known to adapt the ecologi-
cal and climatic conditions of
Telangana, thus providing
livelihood to farmers, shep-
herds and craftsmen. This
breed is specially selected by
farmers, as it has high toler-
ance level to drought and fod-
der shortages. Members
belonging to the Kuruma
community are said to be the
original custodians of this
breed.

The gongadi is also known
as kambali, The blanket is

woven from handspun wool.
Traditionally women hand-

 Artistes performing ‘Oggu Katha'at the exhibition

Women along with their Deccani sheep
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Gongad11t lanké’ts g
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o make go

Most gcngadls are wum
using the black wool.

* ‘black wool" is

colour in this sheep. 'ﬂu.'f
blankets have very simple de-
signs,

The gongadis are widely
used by the g€ commu-
nity and it confinues to be the
integral part of the Ku.f_ﬁma
community's culture and is a
significant symbel or 'klm
gana region,

Yaddamma, aweaverﬁhm
Peddagokula, arsapur
taluka, says that she learned

thtmﬁnfmakmggangadﬁ
from her parents. As a child,

she used to observe the work

which her parents would do
and later she started making
gongadis when she was 16
years old. Now, she along
with her family, does this sea-
sonal business.

A similar exhibition of
Telangana wool craft was
conducted at Dakshin Chitra,
in Chennai, to coincide with
the International ~Crafts
Council Conference, from
Oct 5-11, 2012, where the
wool craft of Telangana and
its mgﬂspeuple. and thfShEp'
Medht Tingmon, i

dak, Telangana, partici-
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